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MEMORANDUM FOR SURGEON GENERAL OF THE ARMY
SURGEON GENERAL OF THE NAVY
SURGEON GENERAL OF THE AIR FORCE

SUBJECT S$afeguarding Deployment Medical Records

In conjunction with our most important mission of caning for servicemembers who are
deployed and engaged 1n combat, 1 would like to stress the importance of also safeguarding
deployment medscal records

1 share with you the uimost confidence in the capabilities of our mihiary health care team to
prevent, ireat. and manage casualues The health of our fighting forces 1s of paramount
smportance and must be our primary focus At the same time, medical records documenting the
care we provide during deployments need to be safeguarded and mncorporated into permanemt
health records following deployment As we learned from the Gulf War. unavailabilaty of
deployment medical records can ympede follow-on health services while fueling speculation
about health-related events and suspicion about our commutment to protect the health of
deployed forces

Please review your respective procedures for ensuring that deployment health care 15
approprately documented, that deployment medical records—both paper and electrome
versions—are mamntained, and that these records are then expediticusty consohdated with the
individual’s complete health record at the conclusion of the deployment While recogmzing
some degree of service-specificity 1n medical recordkeeping systems, we can all agree that
documenung deployment health services and consolidating deployment medical records are
cnical elements of overall force health protection
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